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Mentor Training 2011
Welcome
You have an important task!  Parents, sponsors, church at Baptism promised to raise the children in the faith and teach theme what it means to be Christian.  You were asked by a student to assist them in that task.  You are a chosen as one who…
· models a relationship with God

· open to talking about your faith

· willing to listen to a young person talk about his/her faith

Mentors a vital part of the Confirmation program – that and Bible Camp often mentioned by students as significant part of their experience. 
Structure
· 6 sessions on Wednesday nights from 6pm – 7pm (free meal provided, at PLC)

· Dates are on the handout

· If snow or other school cancellations occur, mentor meals will not happen

· Attendance is required!  If absence occurs, mentor and student need to arrange a time to gather outside of the scheduled dates. Please communicate with your student if you will be unable to attend.

· If mutually agreed, some mentors continue with their student throughout their 8th grade year.

· Affirmation Sunday is on Reformation Sunday the students 9th grade year (end of October)
Procedure

· Try to begin each session with prayer and around 6:25pm.  Bring a Bible and your resource guide. 

· Find your own space in the building to talk.  You can spread out anywhere in building. 

6th Grade is Session A, B, C, D, E

7th Grade is Session 1; 1,2,3,4,5

8th Grade is Session 2: 1,2,3,4,5

· Not limited to these questions – cover the topic and anything else you’d like to talk about in a way that seems best suited to the relationships with your student.

Suggestions
· Confidentiality!  No report to the pastoral staff (or anyone else) required.  Be sure that you have the student’s permission if you do decide to talk with one of the staff or parents.
· Sometimes less is more – silence is communication

· ask open ended questions
· revealing yourself is ok, if you have doubts about life and faith
· feeling of genuine caring goes a long way
· feedback on behavior may be necessary
